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Why are writing benchmarks needed? 

All writing teachers need to know what the target is when teaching a 
particular skill. 

It can take several years of  experience teaching writing to get a sense 
for average, end-of-year achievement 

New teachers (or teachers who are new to a grade level) can        
teach more effectively when they know what the end-of- year 

product looks like 



What Writing Exemplars 
Already Exist? 

• CCSS supply grade-level writing exemplars 
• However, there is a MISMATCH between the 

exemplars and typical grade-level writing 
• Reading and writing abilities develop in sync 
• Students are not able to write beyond the level at which 

they read (except in rare circumstances) 



CCSS Exemplars are not 
Developmentally 

Appropriate: 
This is a Kindergarten 

Exemplar 
       We estimate this child’s reading level to be H-ish 

Or late 1st grade 



This is the Writing of  an 
On-Level Kindergartner 
End of  year reading level: C 



CCSS 1st Grade Exemplar 
This writer is 

approximately Level M+ 

Level M is end of  2nd grade 



Why CCSS 
Samples are 
Not Useful 

• Written over many days 
• With help from adults 
• Considered “published” pieces 
• More polished than what typical 

students can produce independently 
• Written by above-average students 
• These samples do not help teachers 

with instruction or feedback 
 



How we collected samples 
A common prompt was supplied to all writing teachers, K-6  

Students were given time to write, ranging from 20-45 minutes depending on grade 
level 

Students produced writing independently:  No teacher assistance was given 

Legible, on-reading-level samples were selected 

The Lucy Calkins rubrics were used to assess the writing 

Samples that scored in the average range for their grade were selected as exemplars 





Why Use the Lucy 
Calkins Rubrics? 

Using the Calkins Rubrics 
at Grade Levels Will: 

• Clarify shared goals for writers 

• Norm expectations across grade levels 

• Help teachers become expert at providing 
effective feedback to writers 

• Help establish grade level curriculums in 
writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expectations for young 
writers and teachers have 

never been higher. 
 

 



What we learned about our writers 

On-level readers are able to write to the expected “average” level on Calkins’ 
developmental rubrics (although not all did so) 
Below-level readers exhibited lower skilled writing 
Above-level readers tend to display more skilled writing  
Classrooms in which daily writing practice happened produced more skilled 
writers 
Our early elementary students need more handwriting instruction and practice 
 



Daily Writing Produces Tremendous Growth 

Beginning of  the Year 
Student writing will resemble writing 
from the previous year… or lower 

End of  the Year 
Student writing will resemble the “on-
level” skills in the rubric… or higher 

Unfortunately, summer loss is experienced 
with writing as well as reading 



Next steps 
Copy and distribute the Narrative Exemplar Booklet 
to teachers 

Collect exemplar samples for Informational and 
Opinion/Argumentative? Decision needs to be 
made by the Writing Committee 

Continue with our writing study and discussion 
group 



Questions? 
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