
Date: Apr 16, 2018 

From: Adam Larsen, Assistant Superintendent 

To: Board of Education 

Cc: Thomas Mahoney, Superintendent 

Re: Apr 2018 Board Report 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 2018 

The 2018 PARCC continues to go well.  DLR has started testing, and they are using Chromebooks for the first 
time.  We have enough devices to put students through the assessment in a much shorter window, since students do 
not need to wait for labs to open up for sessions to rotate.  This not only makes the window shorter, but it also means 
less disruption each day.  Because all students can test at the same time, the schedule needs fewer “testing periods” 
each day that run according to the PARCC schedule.   

Middle East PowerSchool User Group 

In March, I had the opportunity to travel and present at the Middle East PowerSchool User Group in Dubai.  One 
of the most well-known PowerSchool administrators in the international community now works at the American School 
of Dubai, and she hosted the conference at her school.  Attendees came from all over the Middle East and North Africa, 
including the UAE, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Lebanon, Bahrain, Kenya, and Ethiopia.  Administrators in the international 
and American schools love meeting presenters and trainers from the United States, and there were five of us who were 
able to fly over and share our knowledge with them. 

My sessions at PSUG Middle East focused on building reports, customizing PowerSchool, Structured Query 
Language (SQL), and automation.  Attendees ranged in experience from novice to advanced, but we design our sessions 
to accommodate all skill levels so everyone can learn something from each breakout.  As a presenter, I was also able to 
learn some new things, especially related to some of the newer areas of PowerSchool where we are all learning as we 
go.  The more conferences I attend, and the more people I meet, the more I realize that we are doing some pretty neat 
things with data.  This is true both on the academic side with assessment data and also on the operations side with 
streamlining our processes to eliminate inefficiencies and waste. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

SAT 2018 
 

On April 10, students across Illinois took the mandated SAT assessment.  To support this, we provided students 
with a practice SAT assessment on February 15, 2018.  Much like we used to do with the ACT, we attempted to simulate 
the actual testing environment as much as possible. 

 
Timing, the question booklet, the answer sheet, and even the score report were imitated very closely on the 

practice test date.  This is our second year of conducting a practice SAT for our students, and the entire process went 
much more smoothly than it did in 2017.  We did also add a practice PSAT for the sophomores, but that was the only 
real change or addition in the basic structure of the practice event.  Given that this was our second year, however, we 
were able to make some improvement in the data that students received after taking the assessment.  We upgraded the 
software that we use the score the bubble sheets, and some new reports became available to us that we found pretty 
useful.  One of the new finds was a report that rank-orders the questions by difficulty and by their point-biserial 
correlation.  The difficulty of the questions is useful to know, because if most students missed a question, it is clear that 
they have either not been taught the learning target yet or they have failed to master it.  Either way, reteaching is 
needed.  The point-biserial correlation is useful in helping us to know if there is a misconception or misunderstanding 
about a question, because it can indicate whether students are confused about how to answer.  We combined this 
information with the actual response patterns to produce reports for teachers that would be useful for targeting 
remediation points with small groups of students. 

 
The assessment itself is broken down into two Sections: Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, and Math.  Within 

those Sections, there are three Tests: Reading, Writing and Language, and Math.  Across all of those questions, there are 
nine Cross-Tests and Subscores.   Taken together, the student receives quite a bit of information about his or her 
performance on the assessment. 

 
The most important bits of information come from the Section scores.  SAT publishes benchmark levels for 

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and for Math that correspond to college readiness.  These benchmark targets slide 
up with each grade level as students close in on the end of high school.   

 
  



The student scores appeared to be fairly typical of a school of our size and demographics, with certainly fewer of 
the students demonstrating college-level performance in Math than in Reading and Writing. 

69% of students were described as “On Track” in Reading/Writing, while only 36% demonstrated the same level 
of performance in Math.  This was a modest improvement in Reading/Writing and a tiny improvement in Math from 
2017. 

Further summaries of student performance and a sample score report follow. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Adam P. Larsen 
Assistant Superintendent 
Oregon CUSD #220 



Overall
75 Students
Average Score: 43.86%
High Score: 77.92%
Low Score: 20.78%

Test Statistics
Cronbach Alpha: 0.92  (very high, indicates questions on the test are redundant)

Hardest Questions Easiest QuestionsPercent Correct Percent Correct
0.00%3_20 92.00%1_17
0.00%4_38 89.33%1_28
1.33%4_36 85.33%4_1
4.00%3_19 84.00%1_26
5.33%4_34 84.00%2_11
5.33%4_35 82.67%1_20

10.67%1_52 82.67%2_12
10.67%2_29 81.33%2_25
10.67%3_12 80.00%1_6
12.00%3_14 80.00%2_10

Item Statistics
Questions with distractors selected
more than the correct answer:
Questions with poor discrimination
(point biserial < 0.2):

1_3, 1_7, 1_9, 1_11, 1_32, 1_35, 1_52, 2_8, 2_13, 2_16, 2_18, 2_29, 2_30,
2_31, 2_32, 2_33, 2_34, 2_36, 2_37, 2_38, 2_39, 2_42, 3_6, 3_7, 3_8, 3_9,
3_10, 3_11, 3_12, 3_13, 3_14, 4_13, 4_21, 4_26, 4_27, 4_28, 4_29, 4_30
1_5, 1_7, 1_11, 1_14, 1_16, 1_19, 1_24, 1_28, 1_29, 1_32, 1_38, 1_41, 1_43,
1_52, 2_3, 2_20, 2_29, 2_30, 2_31, 2_33, 2_39, 2_42, 3_4, 3_6, 3_7, 3_9, 3_10,
3_11, 3_12, 3_13, 3_14, 3_16, 3_20, 4_11, 4_16, 4_22, 4_23, 4_24, 4_27, 4_29,
4_31, 4_34, 4_35, 4_36, 4_38

Practice SAT 2/15/2018
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Students:

Total Score
Percent Score

Grade 1_1 1_2 1_3 1_4 1_5 1_6 1_7 1_8 1_9
1_10
1_11
1_12
1_13
1_14
1_15
1_16
1_17
1_18
1_19
1_20
1_21
1_22
1_23
1_24
1_25
1_26
1_27
1_28
1_29
1_30
1_31
1_32
1_33
1_34
1_35
1_36

Practice SAT 2/15/2018
Legend: Correct: Unanswered or Other Incorrect Response:Incorrect: Multiple Responses: *

Answer Key: 154 100.00 B C A A C A A B B D A C D B B C B B A A D A A B C C B B D D B C C D C A
60 38.96 -- C C C D A D B B B D A C D B B C B B D A A C A B B C C B B D A B C C B C
39 25.32 -- B B D A C C B B C A C A C A D B B A D A C D C B A C D B A B D A A A D D
76 49.35 -- B C A A D D A B C A C C D B C D B B A A D A A C C C B B D D A B C D A C
89 57.79 -- B C A A D A B B D D C C D B B C B B D A B A B C C C B B D D B B C D A A
54 35.06 -- B D B A B D B C C A C C D B B D B B A A B A A B B C A B D C A B A D D B
72 46.75 -- B D D A A A D B D B C C D B B A B B A A D C B A D C B B C B B B D D D C
60 38.96 -- A C A A B A A C B D C C D B B C B B B A D A B D C D C B B D A A B C A A
71 46.10 -- B C A B D B A B D A C B C B D B C C A D A A A B A C B D D B B C B D A
101 65.58 -- B C B A C A D B B D A C D A D A B B D A D A A A C C B B D D B B C D A A
72 46.75 -- D B D B A A D B C A C B D D D C B B D A D A A A D C B B D D D B C C D A
54 35.06 -- A C A D D A B C C D D C D A B C B A D A D B B B D C B B C C D B A A A D
100 64.94 -- B C D B B A A B A D B C D B B A B B A A D A A D C C B B B D B C C D C C
84 54.55 -- B C D B C A B B A D B C D B B B B B D A D A A D D C B B A A B C C D A C
42 27.27 -- A A C B A C B B C C B B D B C D A D A B B A C D B C A B C C A C B B A A
84 54.55 -- B C D A B A B B A D C B D B B D B B A A D A B C C C B B B D B C C D D A
56 36.36 -- C C A B D A D A A B B B C D D D B B D A A C A B C C C B B B D B C A A C
52 33.77 -- A C C D D A D B D A C C D B B D B D A B C A B D B C C B D A B C D A A C
100 64.94 -- B C A A B A D B B D D B D C C C B B D A D A A A C C B B B C B B A D A C
65 42.21 -- A C D A B A C C D D C C D C B D B B D A D A B A D C D A D C B A B D A B
56 36.36 -- B B D A B C A B C C D C D A D B B B A A D A B D C C C B D C B A B D C A
66 42.86 -- D C D B B A D A B D C B A D D C B B A A D A A B D C C B C B D A C D A C
76 49.35 -- B C D A B A A B A C B C D B C C B B D A D A C D C C B B C D B D C D C A
60 38.96 -- D B C D B A B A C C B C D B C D B B C D A D B B C C C B B C A D D D C A
92 59.74 -- B D B A C A B B C B B C D C C A B B D A D A A B C C B A B D B D C B A C
76 49.35 -- D C D B C A A B B D A B D B C C B B D A B A A D C C C B A A B D D D A A
53 34.42 -- A B C A C A A B C A C C C D D D B B A A A A D D A C C C A B A A C D D C
49 31.82 -- C A D B C A B B D A C D B A C D B B A C A A A A C B C B C B A C C D A B
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Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_21_1

A 25 33 A 3 4
* B 30 40 B 20 27
C 10 13 * C 42 56
D 10 13 D 10 13

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_41_3

* A 18 24 * A 34 45
B 11 15 B 20 27
C 26 35 C 6 8
D 20 27 D 15 20

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_61_5

A 15 20 * A 60 80
B 22 29 B 6 8
* C 23 31 C 4 5
D 15 20 D 5 7

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_81_7

* A 15 20 A 13 17
B 32 43 * B 45 60
C 9 12 C 12 16
D 19 25 D 4 5

No Response 1 1

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_101_9

A 15 20 A 12 16
* B 19 25 B 8 11
C 21 28 C 16 21
D 20 27 * D 39 52

Response Frequency Percent Response Frequency Percent
1_121_11

* A 17 23 A 2 3
B 18 24 B 25 33
C 31 41 * C 45 60
D 9 12 D 3 4

Changed Answer:
Practice SAT 2/15/2018

Legend: Correct: Incorrect: Distractors Chosen More than Correct Answer:
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Percent
Correct

Point
BiserialMissingIncorrectCorrectGradedPointsQuestion

ReliabilitySummary StatisticsQuestion

0.00  -  0750751  4_38
0.00  -  0750751  3_20
1.33  0.10  0741751  4_36
4.00  0.39  0723751  3_19
5.33  0.19  0714751  4_35
5.33  -  0714751  4_34

10.67  -0.050678751  3_12
10.67  0.021668751  2_29
10.67  0.088598751  1_52
12.00  0.350669751  3_17
12.00  -0.151659751  3_14
13.33  0.0616410751  2_30
14.67  0.3306411751  4_28
14.67  0.3406411751  3_18
16.00  0.4106312751  4_37
16.00  0.3106312751  4_33
16.00  0.2716212751  4_30
17.33  0.2235913751  2_38
18.67  0.2435814751  2_37
20.00  0.2006015751  1_35
20.00  0.3406015751  2_8
20.00  0.0006015751  3_11
20.00  0.2806015751  4_13
20.00  0.3335715751  2_34
20.00  0.2006015751  1_7
21.33  -0.0805916751  3_10
22.67  0.2905817751  3_8
22.67  0.1405817751  1_11
22.67  0.0515717751  4_29
22.67  -0.0815717751  3_9
24.00  0.0305718751  1_32
24.00  0.2605718751  1_3

Practice SAT 2/15/2018
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Evidence-Based Reading and Writing



Practice SAT 2018-2-15.xlsx

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

2
0

0

2
1

0

2
2

0

2
3

0

2
4

0

2
5

0

2
6

0

2
7

0

2
8

0

2
9

0

3
0

0

3
1

0

3
2

0

3
3

0

3
4

0

3
5

0

3
6

0

3
7

0

3
8

0

3
9

0

4
0

0

4
1

0

4
2

0

4
3

0

4
4

0

4
5

0

4
6

0

4
7

0

4
8

0

4
9

0

5
0

0

5
1

0

5
2

0

5
3

0

5
4

0

5
5

0

5
6

0

5
7

0

5
8

0

5
9

0

6
0

0

6
1

0

6
2

0

6
3

0

6
4

0

6
5

0

6
6

0

6
7

0

6
8

0

6
9

0

7
0

0

7
1

0

7
2

0

7
3

0

7
4

0

7
5

0

7
6

0

7
7

0

7
8

0

7
9

0

8
0

0

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
St

u
d

en
ts

Math
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Writing and Language
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Analysis in History/Social Studies
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Analysis in Science
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Command of Evidence
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Words in Context



Practice SAT 2018-2-15.xlsx

0

5

10

15

20

25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
St

u
d

en
ts

Expression of Ideas
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Standard English Conventions
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Heart of Algebra
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Problem Solving and Data Analysis
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Passport to Advanced Math


